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N&M Consultancy Limited was founded in 1991 by Ron Nicholson, who 
has now retired from the company, and Roger Miselbach, who has 
sadly passed away. Ron and Roger were closely involved in the 
development of the ETSI Interim IPR Policy in the early to mid 1990’s; 
they could not have anticipated how successful standardisation was 
going to be in creating truly global telecommunications standards, but 
nor could they have anticipated the extent to which the ETSI IPR policy 
was to be at the centre of so much intellectual debate, policy making 
and litigation.  

In 1995, N&M published the N&M Handbook on the Operation of the 
ETSI Interim IPR Policy, and 20 years on, the telecommunications 
industry has undergone huge change. We have decided to re-print the 
Handbook as we thought it would be of general interest to those 
involved in the standardisation process today. Some aspects of the 
implementation of ETSI’s IPR policies have moved on and some have 
been successful; some have not…..  
 
We would be interested to hear from individuals and companies on 
where they think, over the past 20 years, ETSI’s IPR policies have been 
successful and where they have not, and where and how they think they 
could still be improved. 
 
 
 
 
 
Robert Pocknell 
Director 
N&M Consultancy Limited 
Robert@licensingforstandards.co.uk  
+44 7957 621641 
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